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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Opposing certain federal legislation related to equine1

slaughter and processing and urging the reinstatement and funding of federal inspection2

programs governing equine slaughter and processing facilities.3

WHEREAS, the slaughter and processing of horses has become a controversial and4

contentious issue, which has resulted in the closing of the last horse processing and slaughter5

facility in the United States; and6

WHEREAS,  thousands of unwanted horses annually are exposed to abandonment and7

neglect because of the cessation of horse slaughter in the United States. These additional8

abandoned horses compete for adoption with wild horses that are fed and sheltered at public9

expense. The nation's overburdened horse rescue facilities cannot absorb the influx of additional10

unwanted and abandoned horses that result from the cessation of equine slaughter, processing,11

and transport activity; and12

WHEREAS, pending legislation in Congress, the Prevention of Equine Cruelty Act, would13

further restrict actions related to horse slaughter and horse processing, and would prohibit the14
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transport and export of horses outside of the United States for the purpose of slaughter for1

human consumption. This legislation includes H.R. 503, S. 727, and similar legislation that only2

exacerbates the problem; and3

WHEREAS, if transport of horses to Mexico and Canada for slaughter and processing for4

human consumption is prohibited, as the current legislation before Congress proposes, the5

number of additional abandoned horses in the United States will increase even further; and6

WHEREAS, in 2005, Congress removed funding for USDA inspection programs for horse7

slaughter and processing intended for human consumption. These funding bans have continued8

for several years and have effectively prevented the operation of slaughter facilities; and9

WHEREAS,  horse processing facilities cannot operate in the United States unless federal10

inspection for such facilities is funded and reinstated; and11

WHEREAS, there is a critical need for humane horse processing facilities in the United12

States to reduce the suffering inflicted on unwanted and abandoned horses and to meet overseas13

export markets for horsemeat in a humane manner:14

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of the Eighty-fifth Legislature of15

the State of South Dakota, the House of Representatives concurring therein, that the South16

Dakota Legislature urges the Congress and the United States Department of Agriculture to17

reinstate and fully fund USDA's inspection program for equine slaughter and processing18

facilities; and19

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Legislature urges the Congress to20

defeat the current Prevention of Equine Cruelty Act, including H.R. 503 and S.727 and related21

legislation.22


